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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 43-45 objected to because of the following informalities: should be renumbered 
claims 45-47 and newly numbered claim 47should be dependent upon newly numbered claim 46. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 , The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-47 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent No. 
5,905,906 to Goffmet et al. in view of Newell, Jr. et al. (US Patent No. 6,668,319) 

Regarding claim 1, Goffinet et al. teaches a system comprising: server communicatively 
coupled to a communication network; aggregate context information specifying operational 
parameters available via said communication network, wherein said aggregate context 
information is communicatively accessible by said server (column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, 
lines 3-14); and at least one device communicatively coupled to said communication network, 
wherein said at least one device includes operational specification information specifying 
individual operational parameters of said at least one device stored locally to said at least one 
device (column 6, lines 29-39). 
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Goffinet et al. does not teach wherein said at least one device further includes relational 
context information stored locally thereto specifying the relation of said individual operational 
parameters of said at least one device to said aggregate of operational parameters available via 
said communication network. Newell, Jr. et al. teaches wherein said at least one device further 
includes relational context information stored locally thereto specifying the relation of said 
individual operational parameters of said at least one device to said aggregate of operational 
parameters available via said communication network (column 3, line 66-column 4, line 4 and 
column 4, lines 10-13 and 20-28 and 33-36). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the method for 
providing intelligence to network devices of Goffinet et al. by includes relational context 
information stored locally thereto specifying the relation of said individual operational 
parameters of said at least one device to said aggregate of operational parameters available via 
said communication network because devices within a network will know how they relate with 
other devices within the network and thus will know which services it provides best within the 
network. 

Regarding claims 14, 31, and 37, Goffinet et al. teaches a device and computer program 
for providing relational content intelligence to a device communicatively connectable to a 
communication network, said device comprising: operational specification information stored 
locally thereto, wherein said operational specification information includes information 
specifying individual operational parameters of said device (column 6, lines 29-39); means for 
receiving aggregate context information specifying an aggregate of operational parameters 
available via said communication network (column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14). 
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Goffinet et al. does not teach means for mapping at least a portion of said operational 
specification information onto the received aggregate context information to generate relational 
context information specifying the relation of said individual operational parameters of said 
device to said aggregate of operational parameters available via said communication network, 
Newell, Jr. et al. teaches means for mapping at least a portion of said operational specification 
information onto the received aggregate context information to generate relational context 
information specifying the relation of said individual operational parameters of said device to 
said aggregate of operational parameters available via said communication network (column 3, 
line 66-column 4, line 4 and column 4, lines 10-13 and 20-28 and 33-36). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further 
modify the method for providing intelligence to network devices of Goffinet et al. by means for 
mapping at least a portion of said operational specification information onto the received 
aggregate context information to generate relational context information specifying the relation 
of said individual operational parameters of said device to said aggregate of operational 
parameters available via said conrimunication network because devices within a network will 
know how they relate with other devices within the network and thus will know which services it 
provides best within the network. 

Regarding claim 20, Goffinet et al, teaches a method for providing relational context 
intelligence to a network device, said method comprising the steps of communicatively coupling 
a server to a communication network; communicatively coupling a first network device to said 
communication network; receiving at said server from said first network device operational 
specification information specifying individual operational parameters of said first network 
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device; updating aggregate context information at said server to reflect the received operational 
specification information, wherein said aggregate context information specifies an aggregate of 
operational parameters available via said communication network; communicating at least a 
portion of said aggregate context information to said first network device (column 1, hnes 46-48 
and column 2, lines 3-14 and column 6, lines 29-39). 

Goffinet et al. does not teach said first network device generating relational context 
information specifying a relation of said first network device's operational parameters to 
operational parameters of other network devices communicatively coupled to said 
communication network; and storing said relational context local to said first network device. 
Newell, Jr. et al. teaches said first network device generating relational context information 
specifying a relation of said first network device's operational parameters to operational 
parameters of other network devices communicatively coupled to said communication network; 
and storing said relational context local to said first network device (column 3, line 66-column 4, 
line 4 and column 4, lines 10-13 and 20-28 and 33-36). Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the method 
for providing intelligence to network devices of Goffinet et al. by said first network device 
generating relational context information specifying a relation of said first network device's 
operational parameters to operational parameters of other network devices communicatively 
coupled to said communication network; and storing said relational context local to said first 
network device because devices within a network will know how they relate with other devices 
within the network and thus will know which services it provides best within the network. 
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Regarding claims 7, 19, 24, 36, and 42, Goffinet et al. teaches the system of claim 1, 14, 
20, 31, and 37 (column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14 and column 6, lines 29-39). 

Goffinet et al. does not teach relational context information. Newell, Jr. et al. teaches 
wherein said relational context information includes information comparing one or more of said 
individual operational parameters of said at least one device to like operational parameters of 
other devices coupled to said communication network (column 3, line 66-column 4, line 4 and 
column 4, lines 10-13 and 20-28 and 33-36). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the method for 
providing intelligence to network devices of Goffinet et al. by wherein said relational context 
information includes information comparing one or more of said individual operational 
parameters of said at least one device to like operational parameters of other devices coupled to 
said communication network because devices within a network will know how they relate with 
other devices within the network and thus will know which services it provides best within the 
network. 

Regarding claims 8, 21, and 32, Goffinet et al. teaches the system of claim 1, 20, and 31 
wherein said at least one device includes a software application executable thereon to receive at 
least a portion of said aggregate context information (column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, Hnes 
3-14 and column 6, lines 29-39). 

Goffinet et al. does not teach relational context information. Newell, Jr. et al. teaches map 
one or more of said individual operational parameters of said at least one device onto the 
received aggregate context information to generate said relational context information (column 3, 
line 66-column 4, line 4 and column 4, lines 10-13 and 20-28 and 33-36). Therefore it would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further 
modify the method for providing intelligence to network devices of Goffinet et al. by map one or 
more of said individual operational parameters of said at least one device onto the received 
aggregate context information to generate said relational context information because devices 
within a network will know how they relate with other devices within the network and thus will 
know which services it provides best within the network. 

Regarding claims 9, 15, 25, and 44, Goffinet et al. teaches the system of claim 1, 14, 20, 
and 37 (column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14 and column 6, lines 29-39). 

Goffinet et al. does not teach relational context information. Newell, Jr. et al. teaches 
wherein said server includes a software application executable thereon to map said aggregate 
context information into relational categories (column 3, line 66-column 4, line 4 and column 4, 
lines 10-13 and 20-28 and 33-36). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the method for providing 
intelligence to network devices of Goffinet et al. by wherein said server includes a software 
application executable thereon to map said aggregate context information into relational 
categories because devices within a network will know how they relate with other devices within 
the network and thus will know which services it provides best within the network. 

Regarding claims 10, Goffinet et al. teaches the system of claim 9 (column 1, lines 46-48 
and column 2, lines 3-14 and column 6, lines 29-39). 

Goffinet et al. does not teach relational context information. Newell, Jr. et al. teaches 
wherein said relational categories includes different categories for different values of an 
operational parameter (column 3, line 66-column 4, line 4 and column 4, hnes 10-13 and 20-28 
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and 33-36). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to further modify the method for providing intelligence to network 
devices of Goffinet et al. by wherein said relational categories includes different categories for 
different values of an operational parameter because devices within a network will know how 
they relate with other devices within the network and thus will know which services it provides 
best within the network. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 26, Goffinet et al teaches the system of claim 1 and 20 (column 
1, lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14 and column 6, lines 29-39). 

Goffinet et al. does not teach relational context information. Newell, Jr. et al. teaches 
wherein said at least one device includes a software application executable thereon to map one or 
more of said individual operational parameters of said at least one device onto proper relational 
categories of said aggregate context information (column 3, Hne 66-column 4, line 4 and column 
4, lines 10-13 and 20-28 and 33-36). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the method for providing 
intelligence to network devices of Goffinet et al. by wherein said at least one device includes a 
software application executable thereon to map one or more of said individual operational 
parameters of said at least one device onto proper relational categories of said aggregate context 
information because devices within a network will know how they relate with other devices 
within the network and thus will know which services it provides best within the network. 

Regarding claims 12, 27, and 45, Goffinet et al. teaches the system of claim 1 1, 26, and 
44 (column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14 and column 6, lines 29-39). 
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Goffinet et al. does not teach relational context information, Newell, Jr. et al. teaches 
wherein said software application is executable to respond to a received query as to whether one 
or more of said operational parameters of said at least one device are within a particular 
relational category of said aggregate context information (column 3, line 66-column 4, line 4 and 
column 4, hnes 10-13 and 20-28 and 33-36). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the method for 
providing intelligence to network devices of Goffinet et al by wherein said software application 
is executable to respond to a received query as to whether one or more of said operational 
parameters of said at least one device are within a particular relational category of said aggregate 
context information because devices within a network will know how they relate with other 
devices within the network and thus will know which services it provides best within the 
network. 

Regarding claim 2, Goffinet et al. teaches the system of claim 1 wherein said 
communication network is a network selected from the group consisting of general purpose 
processor-based information network, PSTN, wireless network, LAN, WAN, modem to modem 
connection, the Internet, an Intranet, an Extranet, and any combination thereof (column 4, lines 
5-8). 

Regarding claims 3 and 22, Goffinet et al. teaches the system of claim 1 and 20 wherein 
said aggregate context information includes information specifying an aggregate of operational 
parameters available via a totality of devices communicatively coupled to said communication 
network (column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14). 



Application/Control Number: 09/873,822 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2141 

Regarding claims 4, 17, 23, 34, and 40, Goffinet et al. teaches the system of claim 1, 14, 
20, 31, and 37 wherein said aggregate context information includes information specifying an 
aggregate of operational parameters available via a totality of devices of a particular type 
communicatively coupled to said communication network (column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, 
lines 3-14 and column 7, lines 6-7). 

Regarding claims 5, 18, 35, and 41, Goffinet et al. teaches the system of claim 1, 14, 31, 
and 37 wherein said aggregate context information includes information specifying one or more 
ranges of operational parameters available via devices coupled to said communication network 
(column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14 and column 7, lines 6-7). 

Regarding claims 6 and 43, Goffinet et al teaches the system of claim 1 and 37 wherein 
said at least one device is selected from the group consisting of printers, processor-based 
devices, data storage devices, fax machines, optical scanners, PDAS, digital cameras, and any 
peripheral device capable of being communicatively coupled, either directly or indirectly, to said 
communication network (column 1, hnes 46-48). 

Regarding claim! 3, Goffinet et al teaches the system of claim 1 wherein said at least one 
device includes a software application executable thereon to communicate said operational 
specification information to said server, and wherein said server includes a software application 
executable thereon to receive said operational specification information and update said 
aggregate context information to reflect said operational specification information (column 1 , 
lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14 and column 6, lines 29-39). 
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Regarding claims 16, 33, and 39, Goffinet et al. teaches the device of claim 14, 31, and 
37 wherein said relational context information is stored locally to said device (column 6, lines 
29-39). 

Regarding claim 38, Goffinet et al. teaches the computer program product of claim 37 
wherein said device comprises said computer-readable storage medium local thereto, and 
wherein said device includes a processor for executing said computer readable program code 
(column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14). 

Regarding claim 46, Goffinet et al. teaches the computer program product of claim 37 
wherein said computer readable program code further comprises: code executable to 
communicate said operational specification information to a server via said communication 
network (column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14). 

Regarding claim 47, Goffinet et al. teaches the computer program product of claim 46 
wherein said code executable to receive said aggregate context information is executable to 
receive said aggregate context information from said server via said communication network 
(column 1, lines 46-48 and column 2, lines 3-14) 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
providing intelligence to network devices in general: Golla et al, Shurmer et al, Tindal et al., 
Crisman et al., and Beardsley et al. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to April L Baugh whose telephone number is 571-272-3877. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regai'ding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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